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Where is he looking, between a rain of fire and dust?

The smiling face which gives his face a splendor...

The burning sun on the top of the head, the hot dust of the south
on the face, none cannot stop the shining hope in the sky of his
look. How small are the particles of dust raised to battle the sun!
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| said: your injured hands?

He laughed a laugh far away from all the pain of the earth.

| remembered that those small hands has been playing death for years...
No bravery has wondered except you till now

To play around in this respect the death™®

*The memorable Hassan Hosseyni
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Which one is trembling the enemy?
The arm in his hand or the look at distance horizon,
amazed to understand the magnificence?
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All the war machines of the world are mobilized.

Mountains of iron and still, rains of fire and dust,

unknown path is waiting this chevalier. But the ambition he knows
determined in the head, and the fire of desire in his look,

had transformed all the military equations.

From now on we should not look for the legends in the books.
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| wanted to make a picture while he is shooting the RPG7!
| did not know while he is shooting

a wave of angels that are there to help him surround him.
It was like the sky coming to the earth to be in the souvenir picture!
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A sound got my attention and | turned around, he said with a smile:

Brother take a picture of me.

| said: | am sorry | don’t have that much film left and | am looking for a subject.
He said: we should become injured or martyred so you will have a subject?

| said: No brother, | am at your service. He sat and put his scarf around his head
and perfumed himself with his Tea-Rose, that we all cracked from laughing.

| took the picture and he thanked me a lot...
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| only got away few steps that a mortar shell hit the
ground.

| came back quickly to see him;

he had joined the caravan of the martyrs...
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We are not defending the front line or a city or a country but defending the dignity of
love. Bunkers that this man had aimed the chest of enemy,

the same pick of mountain that the sun from behind

sends the day spears on to the dark night eye.

\id

26






sy 1551 el 4 o b 50 g5 oo oS el itmge (o3 08

1 31530 bl o1 pus S0 45 Consl g WL sl o0 5 L
S oo g e gl (Bydne iz o

g oo S g liS oo S S G o 2

Sometimes an injury is a blessing that you may reach a hearty tranquility,

here an injury is a blessing.

It is a singe that the redness of it gives the lovers dignity in the eye of lover. No
wonder why he praises God and thank Him.
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| was walking behind the bunkers to take picture, and all of a sudden a
sound of explosion near by made plenty of smoke and dust.

As soon as | could look around | saw the kid.

His innocent face was covered with smoke and dust, which you could
hardly see his injured face, like he was looking for somebody.

| heard him calling “Hosseyn”, “Hosseyn” and while running

| pushed the shutter. He fail down and his head on my lap.

He had joined his deity.

| kissed his blessed bloody face and tears down my eyes.
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This is not the smile of young man after a day of amusement and
playing around taking a souvenir picture.

It is a defender tired like hell in the heat of the day after a heavy
operation. Indeed after such a struggle, danger,

sound of explosion, blood, fire

where does this heavenly smile is coming.
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The Bahssi enemy was less that a target,

which God shoots at the tip of the fingers of His men.

The fire of our arms is aiming the conspiracies.

This is not the battlefront it is the meeting place of lovers aiming at the Sa-
tan, the Bahssi enemy was the tool of conspiracy

that all the devils of the world think of revenge.
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Now a part of the operation is done and the defenders are moving around.
i These lovers has finished a war and set up for another one.

\ -.; "ﬂ ! : Druken of the love to fight for dignity
Foo e SRS so the lovers will call on whom for the blessing.
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Sleep... nothing better that the ground as the bed and the pillow.
Sleep that no sound of explosion can disturb the tranquility of your sea.
All the wolfs of the word are at your step, waiting eagerly.

Sleep that your carelessness had taken away

the sleep of the oppressors of the time.
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It is only dust that can be seen and the heat of the sun

and a piece of iron a monster called tank...

But those that are in deep sleep

they have an umbrella of angels and a pillow with the sound of
birds.
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The seas did not discover your secret of calmness...

The mountains are helpless to find out how you stand...

The sound of this question still echoing on the top of the mountains
In the midst of such a heavy fighting

what is the secret of tranquility and the smile?
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They came to stay!

They wanted to dominate the nest of the eagle.

But now they ran away like flies and left their bunkers to the lovers.
The heavenly lovers that came down like a thunder on their head and
took away the pleasure of the drunken men in the Holy Land of Iran.
Now the sweet taste of victory is blessed for the lovers...
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The memories of war are used to rough faces of the fighters.

Hands in blood and eyes of cruelty has framed the history of war and fighting...
But those that broke the back of the oppressors

have a shining face like the sun and tears like crystal fountain.

Tell the history to record these faces in his memories.
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Not only they ran away but left their carriage behind.

Now the carriage that his knights wanted to invade the land of love is
under the step of the lovers who scarified their lives for their land.
The happiness is not only manifested in the faces of the fighters

but also in the captured tank

and no more shell will be fire from this carriage to the land of love.
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Yesterday Hosseyn was all-alone,

among the youth a small number and among the old some came to the res-
cue. But in Karbala of Iran, not only thousands of young men in love

but also thousand of the old men came to help.

The old volunteered man that is taking care of a bunch of Iraqi prisoners

is one of the lovers of God...
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Have mercy on us! We are slaves of the history.

The slaves of fear, the salves of ambition, the slaves of force...
we have been slaved for centuries.

Today is not the day of our slavery, since we are at hand of the believers of God
and today is the day of our freedom...
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v ; These are the followers of Ali,
which they have learned kindness from their master:
Except Ali, who will tell his son to be kind with his murderer?

Of

54



o AP T :

-



Sl Gz |y Liogs odeg e 80595 45 cauas Ll
ARG CER SISUPLSNE PG W PRYH RV PYPLE BRIV AP PR
Lu.buisLu.)u."wi)oupwtolsabjg,‘m‘wd}j

Did not you see how the Lord kept His promise?
Did not you see how the enemy is burning in the fire he made for Islam?
So hard to be burned in the fire in this world and hereafter
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‘In the Name of God’

Introduction

When | first saw the photos of operational area of Karbala 1, of Seyyed Massoud Shohaie

Tabatabaie, | was most impressed with the deep established contact between him and the faces pres-
ent in his photos, a deep human relation that is expected from a great artist like him. In other words instead
of being impressed by the front-war atmosphere he is fascinated by the spiritual values, innocence and
mysticism in the looks and behavior of one by one the persons who had met along the way.

The heavenly youth that his face is covered with the dust of the war, but still shining like the moon
with a perfumed smile. An old volunteer in charge of a bunch of Iraqis prisoners without any pride faces
the camera looking eye to eye at us. Like he was telling us he is just doing his duty and nothing more
important.

These kinds of vibrations are to be found in the collection of the pictures, plenty to be heard, without a
word to be said. | cannot stop mentioning of the a volunteer youth with his hand raped in a bandage lining
on a tree smiling with his eyes most of all, or the dignity of another young man with his motorbike sitting on
the ground looking at the horizon deep inside.

No to mentioning about the two dear ones just before their martyrdom, captured in the frame of the
camera and each of them has a story to be told full of tears, which | could never write a caption for
them except what Shojaie said and you can read. In fact | could not write any caption for the beautiful
eternal frames and what | wrote is just a repetition that we have heard during the passed years. Narration’s
that cannot describe like a drop in the magnificence of the ocean, the being of the defenders in the Holy
Defense in pictures.

Afshin Aala



Stermal Frames [/

Selected Pictures of the Holy Defense

A Collection of Pictures by
Massoud Shojai Tabatabai

Operation Karbala 1/ Mehran

A Production of Foundation
Preservation of Holy Defense



